David Pepper – Independent Study Fall 2008

CluelessPC Website Development

The focus of my Masters degree is studying the milieu and circumstances of computer skills novices and applying insights gained from studying their issues to software design, device design.   Throughout my work in the IDIA program I have visited these themes in various projects (listed below).

I would like to have an independent study in Fall 2008 to further develop and implement the CluelessPC website's content and features.  Developing the site for 1 semester will set the stage for a final project for Spring 2009 focused on user research and a usability study of the site and its features.

I propose to conduct the study by scheduling 4 meetings equally spaced in the semester of 30-60 minutes, for me to present and get feedback on the project as it unfolds.  The final meeting should be a summary/conclusion, which can also accommodate any new requirements or rework.
Each quarter of the project should focus on different areas of the site's development, (ordered to build on one another):

1. Week 4: Pure Design of site and implementation of design to "skin" existing content in rich graphical "Victorian science" themed CSS design.  Implemented online; presented and critiqued in meeting.
2. Week 8: Interaction Design focused on quiz and clue-pyramid features, as well as login, score and other user-data persistence.  Implemented online; presented and critiqued in meeting.
3. Week 12: Localization planning, development and implementation.  Implemented online; presented and critiqued in meeting.
4. Week 16: Conclusion.  This meeting should also accommodate any new requirements or rework from previous deliverables.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

David Pepper

dave.pepper@verizon.net

443-742-4237

Pepper IDIA Student Work Concerning Novices
(Online at http://www.davepepper.com)

Research Methods (IDIA 642) Spring, 2006

Qualitative Research of Milieu of Senior Novices

Dynamic Websites (IDIA 618) Spring, 2007

CluelessPC content development and prototype

Sequential Visualization and Analysis (IDIA 614) Spring, 2007

USB Labeling system


BGE "Rate Deferral" Visualization

Humans Computers and Cognition (IDIA 640) Fall, 2007

Interface Design for Novice Seniors


Computer Novices in HCI Research

Information Architecture (IDIA 630) Spring, 2008

Website Redesign for Community Newspaper (particularly the Competitive Analysis deliverable) 

Learning and Interactive Media (IDIA 750) Spring, 2008

CluelessPC quiz content development


CluelessPC clue pyramid design


Migration to public website; development of build-promotion process
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